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Awards & Recognitions





Propeller 2011 Fellow Spotlights








“SENO’s Accelerator has helped me accelerate the progress of my venture.  SENO has provided a lot of necessary first steps in getting an idea from idea phase to actually functioning.  For example, we didn’t have legitimate accounting and QuickBooks, a business plan, a strategic plan, we weren’t tracking the teachers we were trying to help, and we didn’t have a timeline for projects.  My Accelerator Consultant is Tess Monaghan, Executive Director of Build Now, and she has been great in giving me an extra set of hands while I am a one-person company.  It’s like having two people. Tess has also had experience doing many of the things I’m facing for the first time, like our project timeline.  It saves a lot of time.  Tess runs a housing nonprofit herself, and she already had something very similar for Build Now.  So, she just went ahead and changed everything up to fit YRNO’s situation.  We are slated for 11 houses by the end of the Accelerator program.  Our Executive Mentor is Carey Shea, Executive Director of Project Home Again, and she has helped me quite a bit with fundraising and grant writing since I haven’t done that before.  In addition to consulting and services SENO has provided, the program also gives you an opportunity to meet with peers.  Even if they don’t have similar business plans, they have similar challenges.  You’re not alone.  You have a sounding board you need to test a lot of the ideas and talk the problems that you’re having.  Also, the Accelerator Corps gives you the tools you need in the beginning stages helps you with the random issues that come up.”


				~William Stoudt, Youth Rebuilding New Orleans (YRNO)





YRNO: A non-profit, started by youth and for youth, that allows students to help with purchasing and rebuilding homes, repairs them using volunteer participation, and sells the properties to deserving teachers whom could otherwise not afford the homes. Thus far, five houses have been bought and sold.








 “I couldn’t have done it without SENO.  I would definitely recommend SENO’s Accelerator program to another social entrepreneur.  My SENO consultant was a professional who had a skill set that I didn’t have and someone that I trusted.  Jon Atkinson was a huge help to me at a time when I could not afford to bring on help.  He currently serves as my acting CFO.  I needed support on the business end of Jack and Jake’s, and Jon has helped me…in seeking out new capital, helped to get meetings with potential investors, and helping me set up the financial infrastructure and systems on the ground.”


								~John Burns, Jack & Jake’s





Jack & Jake’s: Jack and Jake’s is one of the first in the U.S. to establish a local food hub (with a network of over 200 local farms and fishers within 65 miles of New Orleans) where farm fresh products and seafood can be efficiently gathered and distributed to those who need access to affordable healthy food.  Jack & Jake’s has secured financing since the start of the New Ventures Accelerator to begin operations and created 7 new positions.











*For more information, please contact Andrea Chen, Executive Director, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:achen@seno-nola.org" ��achen@seno-nola.org�; or, visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.seno-nola.org" ��www.seno-nola.org� to read about all nine Fellows in the SENO Social Venture Accelerator.














 “The SENO Accelerator has made all the difference in the world.  SENO is better than a fairy godmother.  I was accepted into the program at just the right time and am incredibly grateful.  I don’t know what I would have done without SENO since I don’t have the possibility of hiring someone for all of these different tasks.  Because of SENO’s Accelerator, I feel like I have a team now.  I have my own accountant [Accelerator Corps], an MBA who helps develop and explain financial models to me [Accelerator Consultant], a marketing expert [Accelerator Consultant], a PR person [Accelerator Corps], a legal person [Accelerator Corps], and an Executive Mentor with a background in retail.  I definitely would recommend SENO’s Accelerator program to up-and-coming social entrepreneurs.  I’ve made so much progress since the start of the program in the past several months. SENO has helped to reduce wasted time, quicken the learning curve, and cut out some of the baby steps in the beginning.”





~Tippy Tippens, MATTER L3C 





MATTER L3C: An industrial design and consulting studio based in New Orleans, uniquely focused on raising awareness and funding initiatives that advance social change. Matter L3C’s first product, BirdProject, is a black bird-shaped biodiesel soap with a white ceramic keepsake inside. All profits go towards wetland restoration. Thus far, $6,500 has been donated. 























“2009 Outstanding Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award,” Tulane University Freeman School of Business


“2009 Louisiana Social Innovator Award,” Lieutenant Governor’s Office of Social Innovation


 “Women of the Year” (SENO) Featured in Entrepreneur magazine


Gambit “40 Under 40”


Appointments: New Orleans Business Alliance (city’s official economic development arm) Board of Directors; Mayor-elect’s Social Innovation Task Force


Funded by W.K. Kellogg Foundation, LA Office of Community Development, and LA Economic Development 








Appointments: New Orleans Business Alliance (city’s official economic development arm) Board of Directors; Mayor-elect’s Social Innovation Task Force


Funded by W.K. Kellogg Foundation, LA Office of Community Development, and LA Economic Development 

















About Propeller (formerly SENO) Accelerator Program: Provides an entire team of human capital support to start-up social ventures focusing in the areas of strategy consulting, business planning, mentorship, access to critical networks, and technical assistance in functional areas (i.e. legal, accounting, and marketing).  The goal is to help social ventures reach their social impact and financial sustainability goals.  Our 2011 goals include: hitting individualized monthly sales targets, securing contracts with schools, and helping 300 families make the transition from middle-school to high school.











Assessment of Sectors for Systemic Roadblocks


 Target Sectors: 1) Public education; 2) Healthy food access; 3) Blight/housing; 4) Economic development for marginalized populations





Recruitment Selection & Pipeline-building


PitchNOLA: A city-wide social innovation elevator pitch competition to source ideas in partnership with Tulane





Be the Change: A city-wide celebration to network and recruit social entrepreneurs





Social Venture Accelerator: Strategy, Technical Assistance, Networks, and Mentorship for Social Innovators


Consultants: Experienced professionals fill the gap of a paid part-time team member to complement the social entrepreneur’s strengths





Mentors: High-level strategic feedback and access to networks





Pro Bono Professionals: Bank of volunteers who contribute timely services (i.e legal, accounting, graphic design) 





HUB NOLA: 


A two-story, 10,000 square feet social innovation incubator space, coming online August 2012








The Solution





We launch early-stage ventures–for-profit and nonprofit—that are tackling systemic social challenges in sectors such as healthy food access and public education.  The ventures we work with are early-stage, measure their success in transformational social impact, and have financially sustainable business models. 








The Problem


Six years after the devastation from Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans faces major challenges, but no one can solve them alone. Currently, New Orleans has 40,000 blighted properties�, 48% of the adult population with a high school degree or lower2, 28% of the population living below poverty3, and 80% of the population living in a “food desert.”  Smart, innovative people are ready to tackle these challenges, and they need our help.


� 2010 U.S. Postal Service


2 2009 U.S. Census Bureau


3  2009 U.S. Census Bureau








        Our Impact





10 Months, 9 2011 New Ventures Accelerator Fellows





Created 40 new jobs 





Generated revenues of $2.2 million in external financing, revenues, and grants.








Created a “return on investment” (ROI) of 2200%. For every $10,000 SENO invests in an Accelerator Fellow, s/he has leveraged that support to an average of $220,000 in revenues, financing, and grants








Launched new financially sustainable organizations to solve pressing social problems in education, food access, blight/housing, and economic opportunity for disadvantaged populations.





*2011 Fellows are 60% minority and/or low-moderate income; all began the Accelerator in June 2011 with just a concept or as an unpaid employee.








What We Do





“Social Entrepreneurs are individuals with innovative solutions to society’s most pressing social problems. They are ambitious and persistent, tackling major social issues and offering new ideas for wide-scale change”


	-											~Ashoka











